How to Look Up References to the Bible

An example:
Genesis 12:1-13:18

1)
The name of the book in the Bible is always specified first.

2)
The number before the colon is the chapter number.  The chapter number is always followed by a colon unless the reference is to entire chapters.

3)
The number(s) following the colon are always verse numbers.  Verse numbers are never listed without a preceding chapter number.

4)
If a hyphen appears, it means to begin at the chapter and verse before the hyphen and continue reading through the chapter and verse following the hyphen.

5)
Sometimes a verse will have a small “a”, “b”, or “c” attached.  This means to read the first half of the verse or the second half or the third part.  It will always be clear how the verse falls into two or three parts.

Books of the Bible that begin with numbers are usually, but not always, designated with Roman numerals.  For example: I Chronicles, III John, etc.


So, the example above, in English, means to read Genesis, chapter 12, verse 1 through chapter 13, verse 18.


It is a common mistake to read chapter 12, verse 1 through verse 13.  Remember, though, that the number in front of a colon is always a chapter number!
