WORKSHEET ON CREATION

In Genesis 1 & 2 there are two different descriptions of creation, each with a different emphasis.  To see some of the differences, give the order in which the following are created in each of the stories.  (Put a “1” next to the first thing created, a “2” next to the second, etc.  If one of the accounts does not mention a specific item, leave it blank.)



Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Genesis 2:4b-24

Sun, moon, stars
_____
_____

Light

_____
_____

Woman
_____
_____

Vegetation
_____
_____

Land animals
_____
_____

Birds, fish
_____
_____

Dry land
_____
_____

Man

_____
_____

What does God tell the first man and woman their role in creation will be?  (Gen.1:28)

What is the refrain that God repeats throughout the first narrative?  (Gen. 1:12, 18, 21, 25, 31)

What does God use to create things in the first description of creation?  (Gen. 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26)

What does God use to create in the second description of creation?  (Gen. 2:7, 19, 22)

In the second account of creation, what job does God give the man?  (Gen. 2:15)

For what reason is the woman created?  (Gen. 2:18)

Questions for Discussion

Read Psalm 19:4b-6.  This psalm describes the sun “running” from one end of the heavens to the other, forming a regular circuit as the sun revolves around the earth.  We now know that it is not the sun that moves, but the earth that revolves around the sun?  Does this mean that the Bible is not true?

Read Psalm 104.  This is psalm is another description of God as the creator of the world.  Using the best “science” of his day, the author of the psalm praises God for God’s victory of the primal waters (the deep), which are now used to refresh and sustain life on earth.  The diversity of creation is also celebrated, including the mythical sea-monster Leviathan, which God made “to sport in the sea” meaning “just for fun.”  All living things depend on God’s good will and spirit (= breath) for their existence.  How does the psalmist think the structure of creation is “put together”?

Why did each of the writers in the Genesis accounts and the psalms write what they did?  What was their purpose?

Today there is a tremendous controversy about creation vs. evolution.  What do you think of this debate?

