ABRAHAM in the OLD and NEW COVENANTS
A few weeks ago you learned what a covenant is.  This week I want you to examine the covenant of Abraham and how it is used in the New Testament.  The Christians believed that the new covenant established by Jesus was a fulfillment of the promises made to Abraham.  The principal issue in the New Testament (and the following worksheet) is:  Who counts as a descendant of Abraham and why?

First, a reminder:  God made three promises to Abraham (Genesis 12:2-3; 15:1-21; 17:4-8; 22:15-18)


1)
He would inherit a land.


2)
He would have many descendants.


3)
These descendants would be a blessing to all the people of the earth.

This is not an easy worksheet.  You might want to work through it with your parents if you are doing it on-line, and certainly your teacher if you are doing it in class.

Read the songs of Mary (Magnificat) and Zechariah (Benedictus) in Luke 1:46-55 and 1:68-79.  These songs celebrate the birth of Christ.  What is Jesus’ relationship to the promises God made to Abraham?

Read Matthew 3:1-10.  John the Baptist warned the Jews against presuming that they were God’s children.  Why would they presume such a thing?

Read John 8:39-47.  Jesus acknowledges that the Jews are children of Abraham, but says that Abraham is not really their father.  Why does he say this?  Who does Jesus think their real father is?

Read Matthew 8:5-13.  The centurion is a Roman, not a Jew.  Jesus is amazed to find such faith in an outsider to God’s covenant with Israel.  Who does he say will and will not be at the table with Abraham in the kingdom of heaven?

Read Acts 13:13-52.  This passage describes the apostle Paul’s typical strategy when he entered a new town.  To whom does Paul first preach?

How is his message received by this audience?

After the message of salvation is rejected by most Jews, to whom do Paul and Barnabas turn?

Read Romans 4:1-25 and Galatians 3:6-9.  Paul (the author of Romans and Galatians) points out that Abraham was pronounced righteous by God (justified) before he was circumcised (Genesis 17:24).  If the circumcised (the Jews) are not the descendants of Abraham, who is and on what basis can they claim to be his children?

Read Galatians 3:15-29.  Paul makes a very big point of the promise being made to Abraham and “his offspring” in the singular.  (See Genesis 12:7 and 22:17-18).  If the promise was made to Abraham’s offspring, meaning “his descendants,” then who counts as a descendant of Abraham?

If the promise is made to Abraham’s offspring, meaning “one special descendant,” then to whom is the promise made?

Then how do we become “Abraham’s heirs according to the promise”?

And now, the big question:  Which of the three promises to Abraham do Christians claim was only fulfilled by the coming of Christ?

