WORKSHEET ON KINGS

(David and Solomon)
According to the tradition, David is simply minding his own business while shepherding the family’s sheep when the prophet Samuel drops by and anoints him the new king of Israel.  Might the rise of an alternative dynasty have been a little more complicated than that?

I Samuel 18:1-16  After David achieves his victory over Goliath and the Philistines, what position does King Saul give him in the royal administration?

Who would you expect to be king after Saul?

What is Jonathan’s attitude toward David?

What is Saul’s attitude toward David?

I Samuel 18:17-30  What is Saul’s scheme in offering his daughters to David in marriage?

When David emerges successful from every battle, Saul attempts to kill David directly but his children, Michal (David’s wife) and Jonathan (David’s best friend) both protect David.  David returns to Nob where he takes Goliath’s sword.  Then he goes to Gath, the city of one of the Philistine kings, and he pretends to be mad so that he can hide among Israel’s enemies from King Saul.

I Samuel 22:1-5  Who does David gather around him and how many men does he gather?

What does David do with his parents?

No longer needing their help, David resumes his battles against the Philistines.  In the process, the people of Judah (his home tribe) become indebted to him for rescuing them from their enemies, something King Saul was not able to do.  David flees to the Judean wilderness to hide from Saul, first in Ziph in the Negev, and then in Ein Gedi near the Dead Sea.

I Samuel 25:1-44  What offer does David make to Nabal?
What does Abigail do when she hears that Nabal sent David away rudely?
What happens to Nabal when Abigail tells him what she had done?

What did David do with Abigail?
David returns to the service of the King of Gath, a Philisitine, and enriches himself while fooling the Philistine king into thinking that David is making himself abhorrent to his own people by attacking them.

David is anointed king of Judah (his own tribe) while Ishbaal, Saul’s son, is anointed king over Israel (the northern tribes).  David’s general, Joab, murders Abner, Ishbaal’s general.  David claims to be innocent of Abner’s blood.  Nevertheless, Ishbaal is assassinated and the rest of Saul’s family is murdered.  David takes Michal back from her current husband, because his marriage to Saul’s daughter gives him a claim to Saul’s throne.  Finally, David is anointed king over all Israel in Hebron.

II Samuel 5:6-16  Why does David conquer the city of Jerusalem?

II Samuel 6:1-23  Why does David bring the ark of the Lord into Jerusalem?

How does he treat Michal?

I Kings 4:7, 20-28  Solomon reorganized the tribes of Israel into twelve administrative districts.  Why?

What are the chariots and horses for?

I Kings 5:13-18; 9:15-22  Where does Solomon get the labor force to build the temple?

I Kings 6:37 – 7:1  How many years did Solomon spend building the temple and how many years did he spend building his own palace?
I Kings 11:1-13  What was the result of Solomon’s alliances through marriage with so many foreign women?

