WORKSHEET ON PROPHECY

A prophet is not someone who tells the future.  Rather, a prophet is someone who speaks for God.  Most often, the prophet’s message will deal with the consequences of the people’s behavior or the king’s policy.  In that sense it may predict the near term future, but more in the sense of a parent who might say something like, “If you do not have this mess cleaned up in the next ten minutes, I will ….”

The word the prophet speaks is called an oracle.  It is usually short and poetic in form or based on play on words.  Often a sort of parable is used to make the point.  An oracle often begins with the formula, “Thus says the Lord…”  In this way the prophet makes clear that the message he gives is not his own but a revelation that came from God.

The early prophets are primarily those who appear in the books of Samuel and Kings, especially Elijah, Elisha, and Micaiah.  The later prophets are those whose oracles have been collected in separate books which are named for them (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Amos, etc.)  Within this group the first three are often designated major prophets and the others are called the twelve minor prophets.

However, even within this literature, the book of Jonah is a short story about a prophet, not a collection of oracles.  And the book of Daniel is not a book of prophecy but an apocalypse that will be discussed later on in the year along with the New Testament apocalypse, Revelation.

I Kings 18:20-40

Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal to a contest on Mt. Carmel to prove who the true God was.  How would the winner of the contest be decided?

What did Elijah do to make the Lord’s victory even more dramatic?

I Kings 19:1-8

Jezebel, Ahab’s queen, was a supporter of Baal, the Canaanite god.  What did she do when she learned that her prophets had lost and had been killed?

What did this prompt Elijah to do?

I Kings 21:1-7

Why did King Ahab want Naboth’s vineyard?

Why was Naboth unwilling to give it to him?

I Kings 21:8-14

What did Jezebel do in order to get the vineyard for Ahab?

I Kings 21:17-19

What is the exact wording of the oracle which the Lord tells Elijah to deliver to Ahab?

II Kings 4:1-6:23

This is a series of six miracle stories.  On the chart below, list each one of the miracle, the chapters and verses which contain the story, and whether Jesus did any similar miracles in the Gospels.

Miracle




Reference



Jesus?

1.  ____________________________
_________________________
______

2.  ____________________________
_________________________
______

3.  ____________________________
_________________________
______

4.  ____________________________
_________________________
______

5.  ____________________________
_________________________
______

6.  ____________________________
_________________________
______

Amos 4:1-3

This is a typical prophetic oracle.  Why is the Lord angry at Israel, and what will be the consequence of this anger?

Amos 8:1-6

This is an oracle based on a vision that contains a play on words.  If you have a study bible, what is that word pun?  What does Amos interpret it to mean?

