PSALM FORMS

HYMN   (typical:  96, 100, 148, 150)

Used to praise God.  A common word is “Hallelujah” which means “Praise the Lord!”

A hymn has three parts:

1)
Introduction

asks everyone to praise God

may list groups of people, nature, worshippers, etc. may list instruments to be used

2)
Body

usually begins with the word “for”

tells why the groups above are to praise God, gives reasons for praising God 


may list things that God has done for people

may list attributes of God, who God is

3)
Conclusion

repeats the introduction, or a part of it

may end with a wish or plea, “may so and so happen”

LAMENT  (typical:  6, 13, 22, 54)

Used to bring a threatening situation to God’s attention, to complain to God either as an individual or a group

A Lament usually (but not always) has six sections:

1)
Introduction

very short, often no more than “0 Lord”


a cry for help


perhaps elements from later sections

2)
Complaint

tells what the problem is

may address God’s inaction

asks God how long the situation will last

may accuse God of not caring or paying attention

often the problem is only hinted at or highly exaggerated

may talk about enemies and their character, words, or plots against complainer

3)
Plea

what you want God to do for you?

or, what you want God to do to your enemies?

4)
Motivation

tells God why he should do this

may include a confession of sin, a claim to be innocent, or an argument that the punishment is too severe, or a declaration of confidence in the Lord

5)
Vow

may promise a sacrifice if God does what is asked

6) An expression of confidence in being heard



Actually follows an oracle delivered by the priest who hears the lament

THANKSGIVING  (typical:  66, 92, 116, 118)

Done in response to the vow above, accompanies a sacrifice.

A Thanksgiving has four parts:

1) Introduction

a summons to praise

may summarize the story

2)
Story

a)
the problem psalmist had

b)
how he called on the Lord

c)
how the Lord delivered the person

3)
Confession of faith

a)
the Lord alone helps people

b)
perhaps tells what things or gods did not help

4)
Announcement of sacrifice (often omitted)

