PROVERBS HANDOUT

Proverbs are most often single lines that exhibit the same types of parallelism that you learned about in studying psalms.  However, among proverbs the antithetic (opposites) and synonymous (similar) forms of parallelism are most common.

Study the following examples and discuss what they mean:

Antithetic
11:4
Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death.

13:1
A wise child loves discipline, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.

14:23
In all toil there is profit, but mere talk lead only to poverty.

Synonymous
17:4
An evildoer listens to wicked lips, and a liar gives heed to a mischievous tongue.

18:2
A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing personal opinion.

19:6
Many seek the favor of the generous, and everyone is a friend to a give of gifts.

Special Types of Proverbs

Better…than….

15:16
Better is a little with fear of the Lord than great treasure and trouble with it.

15:17
Better is a dinner of vegetables where love is than a fatted ox and hatred with it.

27:5
Better open rebuke than hidden love.

…how much more (or less) …

21:27
The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination, how much more when brought with evil intent.

17:7
Fine speech is not becoming to a fool, still less is false speech to a ruler.

11:31
If the righteous are repaid on earth, how much more the wicked and the sinner.

Numerical (related to a riddle, the last element is always the “punch line”).

6:16-19

There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to him:



haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,



a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that hurry to run to evil,



a lying witness who testifies falsely,



and one who sows discord in a family.

30:29-31
Three things are stately in their stride; four are stately in their gait:


the lion, which is the mightiest among wild animals and does not turn back before any;


a strutting rooster, the he-goat,


and a king striding before his people.

