WORKSHEET ON OTHER WISDOM LITERATURE

Read Job 1:1-5

What kind of man is Job?

Read Job 1:6-12

Why does Satan think Job is so pious and god-fearing?

How would you describe Satan’s job in the heavenly court in the book of Job?

Read Job 1:13-22

How does Job react to the disasters that come to him and his family?

Read Job 2:1-10

Has Satan changed his mind about Job?

What does Job’s wife recommend that Job do?

What does Job do instead?

Read Job 2:11-13

How do Job’s friends react to him?

The intervening chapters are the real meat of the book of Job.  Each of Job’s friends gives him advice on how to reconcile his innocence with his circumstances.  The question each of them seeks to answer is “Why does God let bad things happen to good people?”  What do you think?

Read Ecclesiastes 1:1-11

Verses 2-3 are the theme of the entire book.  “Vanity” is a word that can also mean “breath” of “fog.”  Based on the rest of the passage, what do you think the author means?

Read Ecclesiastes 1:12-18
What would it be like to “chase after the wind?”

What does this have to do with the way the author looks at life?

Read Song of Solomon 2:8-17

Here a young woman sings, during the springtime, a song about her beloved.  She imagines him coming to her just before daybreak and inviting her to join him in the beautiful countryside.  The name of God does not appear anywhere in this book.  Why do you think it is in the Bible at all?

