PARABLES
You have probably all learned about similes and metaphors in school.  These are forms of speech that make comparisons.  A simile uses a word with a word such as “like.”  For example, we might say, “In his rage he looked like King Kong on the Empire State building.”  A metaphor makes a similar comparison, but without the “tip-off” word.  We all understand, for example, that when someone says, “My girlfriend is a fox,” that this does not mean she has reddish brown fur and a bushy tail.  Rather, it means that she is beautifully sleek and slender.  A parable is a comparison in story form.

Sometimes Jesus tells us he is about to tell a parable.  Look up the following passages and identify the words that tell you Jesus is about to tell a story that makes a comparison.

Mark 4:30-31

Luke 13:20-21

Mark 4:26

Sometimes Jesus would begin with a question.

Luke 15:8-9

But very often, Jesus would simply begin telling a story.  It usually sounds like an ordinary narrative, but can be recognized as a parable because it doesn’t talk about anyone specific, and at least starts out describing an ordinary part of life without any preparatory remarks.

Luke 10:30

Luke 16:1

Luke 18:10

Now that you can recognize a parable when you hear one, let’s take a look at how to figure out what a parable means.  If you remember that a parable is a comparison, you can understand that a parable has one point.  For example, read Mark 4:3-9, the parable of the sower.  Jesus is saying that despite all the obstacles and hostility the kingdom of God faces, in the end it will come with unexpected fullness and glory.

Examine the following parables, and write down the one point of comparison the parable is trying to make.
Mark 4:26-29  The Parable of the Seed Growing Secretly
Matthew 13:31-32  The Parable of the Mustard Seed
Matthew 18:10-14  The Parable of the Lost Sheep

Luke 12:13-21  The Parable of the Rich Fool

Luke 10:25-37  The Parable of the Good Samaritan

