NAMES AND TITLES FOR JESUS
In the New Testament Jesus is given many different names to describe who he is and what his life means.  At various times he was called the good shepherd, rabbi, Lord, the vine, the head of the body, the lamb, and dozens of other names.  Even the name “Jesus” itself has a meaning, that he is “the one who saves” people from their sins.  Many of these names Jesus used of himself.  Other titles were given to him by his disciples, the gospel-writers, or even his opponents.  In the first part of this exercise I want you to examine your image of who Jesus is and what makes him important to you.  How would you express his significance?

If Jesus lived on earth today, what would he look life?  What kind of clothes would he wear?  Why?

Would Jesus live in a house?  If so, what kind?  Where in the world do you think he would live?  Why?

If Jesus wanted to compare himself to some common occupation, with what would he compare himself and why?

Other than the animals that Jesus used to describe himself in the Bible, what other animal would explain who Jesus is?  Why?

In what ways would Jesus be like everyone else?

In what ways would Jesus be different than everyone else?

Now that you’ve considered some of the ways you think about Jesus, let’s look at some of the titles that were given to Jesus by the authors of the gospels.  What do these titles tell you about who Jesus is?

The Bread of Life (John 6:35)
The Light of the World (John 8:12)

The Gate of the Sheep  (John 10:7)

The Good Shepherd (John 10:11)

Man called Jesus (John 9:11)

A Prophet (John 9:17)

Man from God (John 9:33)

Lord (John 9:38)
