WORKSHEET ON JOHN’S GOSPEL

The Gospel of John is different than the synoptic gospels in two important ways.  First, Jesus typically talks in parables or in short, confrontational sayings in the other gospels.  The subject of these sayings is almost always the kingdom of God.  In John’s gospel, Jesus speaks in long discourses (speeches), and he talks about himself rather than the kingdom of God.

Read John, chapter 6, the story of the feeding of the five thousand.  This is the only “miracle” story that appears in all four gospels.  And yet, for John it has a very different meaning.  What does Jesus say about himself in this discourse?  What is the reaction of the various groups of people who hear him (disciples, the Jews, the inner circle of twelve disciples)?

Second, in the synoptic gospels Jesus performs miracles that show what happens as the kingdom of God breaks into this world:  demons are exorcised, sins are forgiven, the power of death and disease is broken.  In the gospel of John, however, the “miracles” that Jesus performs are signs that reveal his identity to those who are able to see.

Read John, chapter 9, the story of the man born blind.  Write down the various names or titles the man calls Jesus as he talks to him.  Discuss what this sequence of titles reveals about who Jesus is.

