WORKSHEET ON PAUL’S EPISTLES
An epistle is a letter, and like any letter it follows certain rules for the way it is written.  However, these rules were different in the first-century Greek world than they are today.  Below is the pattern for an ancient letter, with a brief description of each item and its location in I Thessalonians and Philemon, two of Paul’s shortest letters.  Notice that not every part is always present, depending on the circumstances in which the letter is written.  Read each letter with the following outline alongside of you, and pay attention to how Paul

I.
Salutation




I Thessalonians

Philemon

A.
Sender




1:1


1


B.
Recipient



1:1


1-2


C.
Greeting



1:1


3

II.
Thanksgiving




1:2-10


4-7

III.
Body





2:1-3:13

8-14

IV.
Ethical Instructions



4:1-5:22

15-20

V.
Closing


A.
Peace Wish



5:23-24


- - -


B.
Greetings



- - -


23-24


C.
Kiss




5:26


- - - 


D.
Last Instruction



5:25, 5:27

21-22

E.
Final Blessing



5:28


25

Now, read Philippians and Galatians, and identify by chapter and verse numbers the parts of these epistles.

I.
Salutation




Philippians

Galatians


A.
Sender




_______

_______


B.
Recipient



_______

_______


C.
Greeting



_______

_______

II.
Thanksgiving




_______

_______

III.
Body





_______

_______

IV.
Ethical Instructions



_______

_______

V.
Closing


A.
Peace Wish



_______

_______


B.
Greetings



_______

_______


C.
Kiss




_______

_______ 


D.
Last Instruction



_______

_______

E.
Final Blessing



_______

_______

