WORKSHEET ON CATHOLIC EPISTLES

Unlike Paul’s epistles, which are named for the congregation or person to whom they are sent, the catholic or general epistles are named for the person sending them.  For example, First Peter is sent to a variety of churches throughout Asia Minor—an open letter that was intended to circulate freely.  Second Peter was written to those who have received faith, hardly a specific address.  James and Jude are similar sorts of letter.  One the other hand, First John is not really a letter at all but an essay or homily.  Second and Third John have specific people to whom the letter is addressed, but nobody remembers who they were.

In this assignment you will read parts of these letters to become familiar with their content and see the differences from Paul’s letters, which were written for particular circumstances in particular places.

Read James 2:1-26

In the first part of this chapter, James is concerned with “favoritism.”  What does such favoritism do to Christian community?

In the second paragraph James moves from partiality to a concern that the people who read his letter keep the whole of the Jewish law.  Where have you heard the commandment he mentions in verse 8?

How does keeping the whole law rather than some of the commandments relate James’ first point about partiality?

In verses 14-26 James is concerned about the relationship between faith and works.  What is his point?

Who do you suspect the “someone” is in verse 18?

Do James and Paul disagree with each other?

Read I John 1:1-4

The opening of this homily (sermon) is different from that of a letter.  How so?

Do the first few verses here remind you of the opening of any other books of scripture?

Read I John 4:1-3a

Why do you think John opens his essay by emphasizing “what we have seen, looked at, and touched?”

Read I John 3:11-17

How are John’s concerns here and James’ concerns in his letter similar?

Read I Peter 1:3-9

Why does Peter write his letter?

Read I Peter 3:13-22 and 4:12-19

How does Peter help the people of Asia Minor interpret their suffering?

Read I Peter 3:1-9

These are very traditional concerns expressed in conventional ways.  Apart from the biblical examples, and Greek or Roman author could have written these words.  Why do you think Peter includes them in this letter?

