WORKSHEET ON APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE

The word “apocalypse” means “revelation.”  Specifically, it means to lift the lid from a pot and look in!  Apocalyptic literature claims to reveal what will happen in the future, or what is happening in heaven now, or both.  It is most often written in the first-person and the narrator uses a pen name, frequently the name of a biblical person.  Usually it relates a vision or dream that the author has had.  The theme of apocalyptic literature is most often a conflict.  They are written to reassure those who are suffering and to encourag them to remain faithful until the end.  God is about to intervene decisively:  plans are being made in heaven, or God is about to act on behalf of the faithful.  Evildoers will be punished or defeated, and the righteous will be rewarded.  Many times the books are written in a “code” that readers familiar with the faith will understand, but others will not.  Many books in the Bible contain apocalyptic sections, and in each of the two Testaments there is one apocalypse each:  the books of Daniel and Revelation.

Jesus sometimes speaks in apocalyptic language.  Read Mark 13.

What types of persecution does Jesus predict for his disciples?

What provisions has God made to assist the believers in their time of trial?

When will the power of evil to inflict suffering on believers be finally broken?

Read Daniel 7.  The four beasts represent four empires that succeed each other:  the Babylonians, the Medes, the Persians, and finally the Greeks.  Which of the kingdoms is the worst according to Daniel?

How long will this kingdom last?

How will it come to an end?

Read Revelation 1:1-11  When did John have his vision and under what circumstances?

What is happening in the community to which John is writing?

John pronounces some people blessed.  Who?

Read Revelation 5:1-14.  The scroll represents God’s final plan for the world.  At first there is a problem—no one present is worthy to open the scroll and read from it, putting the plan into effect.  Who finally reads the scroll?

What titles are given to this figure?

Who is this person and how do you know that?

Read Revelation 7:9-17.  Who are the great multitude robed in white?

What does it mean to say that they have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb?

Read Revelation 21:1-8.  How is the persecution finally resolved?

