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The Apostles’ Creed:  Creation

The Bible does not give just one version of the story of God’s creation of the world.  Instead, it tells the creation story in many and various ways in order to emphasize the different aspects of what it means to say that God is “creator of heaven and earth.”  Your assignment for this week is to read, and then to compare and contrast the following creation narratives.

Genesis 1:1-2:4a

Genesis 2:4b-3:24

Job 38:1-42:6

Psalm 104:1-35

In Genesis 1:1-2:4a, the description of each day of creation follows the same pattern.  What is that pattern?

Do you see any variation in the pattern?  If so, where?

Who is the only actor in this creation story?

What would you identify as the theme or central idea of the passage?

In Genesis 2:4b-3:24, who are the main actors?

What is the theme of the second story in Genesis?

Look up “Behemoth” and “Leviathan” in a dictionary or encyclopedia.  What are these two creatures?  Why does God mention them in his questioning of Job?

What is the point that God is trying to make by asking Job whether he can answer all these questions?

What is Job forced to admit because of all God’s questions (Job 42:1-6)?

Why does the psalmist recite the story of creation in Psalm 104?
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