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The Apostles’ Creed:  Stewardship and Priesthood of Creation

There’s an old proverb that says, “Like father, like son.”  Today we might have to say “Like parent, like child.”  Nonetheless, when we confess in the Apostles’ Creed that “We believe in God, the Father almighty,” we also confess something about ourselves, human beings created in the image of God.

Read Genesis 1:26-30.  When God decides to create humankind in God’s image, what does it mean to be like God?

What is given as food to everything that “has the breath of life.”

Read Genesis 2:15-25.  What job is the man given by God?

Where does God first turn in order to find a helper for the man?

How does the man express his dominion over the animals?

When none of these prove suitable, where does God turn?

While all the other animals could be helpers, why could only the woman be a partner?

Read Genesis 3:14-21.  When God curses the serpent, what is its punishment?  And what does this suggest about the relationship between human beings and animals?

Where do Adam and Eve find their clothes, and what does this suggest about the relationship between human beings and animals?

Read Genesis 9:1-7.  Following the flood of Noah’s day (and his rescue of the animals) God modifies the covenant he made with Adam.  What new provisions does God give human beings for food?  How does this change the relationship between human beings and animals?

Read Psalm 8.  The psalmist celebrates the dignity God has given to human beings.  In comparison to the vastness of the heavens, what does the psalmist point to as the primary evidence that human beings are only “a little lower than God?”

Read Isaiah 11:6-9.  When the Messiah establishes his kingdom, one of the signs that order has been restored will be the new relationship between human beings and animals.  What details in the prophecy tell you that the original order of creation will have been restored?
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