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In the biblical unit there is a worksheet on the story of the cross and resurrection.  This worksheet, instead, looks at what the cross means and how it works to redeem humanity and the world from sin.

 Philippians 2:5-11 This is a early hymn that Paul quotes here to make his point about what the cross means.

What does Paul mean when he says that the Son of God could have “exploited” his equality with God?

The hymn says that Jesus emptied himself. What does this mean?

What did God do because of what Jesus did in human form?

Read I Corinthians 1:18-31

Paul writes that the message about the cross is foolishness to Greek who demand wisdom? Why do you think he says this?

Paul also says that the cross is a stumbling block (a scandal, something offensive) to the Jews, who demand signs. Why do you think this is the case?

What does Jesus’ death on the cross do to human attempts to gain salvation?

Read II Corinthians 5:11-21

Explain what you think Paul means by the last verse: “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”

Look up each of the following hymns in Evangelical Lutheran Worship.  How does each hymn describe what Jesus has accomplished on the cross?

604 (LBW 300)
O Christ, Our Hope

343 (LBW 94)

My Song is Love Unknown

356 (LBW 118)
Sing, My Tongue
