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THE APOSTLES’ CREED:  THE HOLY SPIRIT

In the service of Holy Baptism and again in the Confirmation service, the pastor invokes the Holy Spirit over them, asking that the person being baptized or confirmed would be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Traditionally these gifts are seven in number, and they are listed below along with a short explanation of each.  These gifts are the birthright of every Christian.  For each gift, explain how it has already worked in your life or how you are aware of its presence.  Then explain what further abilities or learnings within each gift you hope to develop or receive as you continue to grow as a Christian.

Wisdom:  the ability to understand and to choose the will of God.

Understanding:  the ability to separate what is true from what is false and to know the difference.

Counsel:  the ability to seek, follow, and give advice dealing with matters of everyday life.

Might:  the ability to draw on the strength of God and other Christians in the struggle against sin and evil.

Knowledge:  the ability to understand the world and to see God’s hand at work in it.

Fear of the Lord:  the ability to live your life always aware of the presence of God, a reverent attitude in daily life.

Joy in the Lord’s Presence:  the ability to accept life as a precious gift from God and to rejoice in the relationships and blessings God has given, and to accept difficulties with the same confidence in God with which we accept good times.

