


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS:  The First Commandment

Read the Ten Commandments in Luther’s Small Catechism.

1.
Read Exodus 20:1-17
Looking at the Ten Commandments in your Small Catechism, list the verse numbers of each commandment.


#1


#5


#2


#6


#3


#7


#9 


#4


#8


#10

What verses are missing?

What verse contains two commandments?

The commandments are usually divided into two groups or “tables.”  What do the first three commandments have in common, or what aspect of life do they regulate?

What do the last seven commandments have in common, or what aspect of life do they regulate?

2.
Read Matthew 22:34-40
What are the two commandments that Jesus gives in his answer to the lawyer among the Ten Commandments?

We saw above that they ten commandments are usually divided into two groups.  Here Jesus says that all the commandments can be summed up by just two commandments.  How are these two commandments like the two divisions we saw above?

3.
Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Because there is only one God, what should be our attitude toward him?

Does this attitude remind you of anything you read in the passage from Exodus 20 above?

4.
Now read Luther’s explanation of the first commandment in the Small Catechism.  Then read the explanation of the other nine commandments.  How is Luther’s explanation of the first commandment related to his explanations of the other nine commandments?

_935325843.doc
������������




