


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS:  The Second Commandment

1.  Read I Samuel 4:1-11
When the Israelites were afraid of being defeated in their war against the Philistines, what did they do?

What did it mean to the Philistines that the ark had been brought into the camp?  What do you think it meant to the Israelites?

The Israelites lost the second battle against the Philistines just as they had the first.  What went wrong?

2.  Read Acts 8:9-24
Simon, who had earned his living as a magician, wanted to buy the ability to use God’s power from the apostles.  Why do they reject his offer?  What was wrong with what Simon proposed?

3.  Read Philippians 2:5-11
What should happen when the name of Jesus is spoken, according to this passage?

When do people do this?  What does this action represent?

Why has God given Jesus “the name that is above every [other] name?”

4.  Read Exodus 3:1-18; 6:1-8
When Moses asks God for his name, what is the name that God uses for himself?

Are the Israelites already familiar with God before he gives them his name, or are they learning about this God for the first time?

Why do you think that God gives them his name now?  What is God going to do now that he had not done previously?  How is the relationship between God and the Israelites going to change?
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