


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS:  The Sixth Commandment

Read Galatians 3:27-28  What does St. Paul say about the relationship between men and women in Christ?

Read Genesis 2:18-25  Why did God create people in two different sexes?

Why, according to this passage, do a man and a woman leave their families and “become one flesh?”

In the following passages, describe the attitude the Bible has toward sexual behavior.

Ecclesiastes 9:7-10

Malachi 2:10-16

Song of Solomon 7:10-13
Read Genesis 3:7 and 3:16  Originally Adam and Eve were not ashamed at being naked.  What happened when they ate the forbidden fruit?

What curse did God give the woman because of their sin?

Read Proverbs 5:18-23  What is the attitude of this passage toward sex?

What makes sex a potential problem in this passage?

Read Matthew 5:27-28  How does Jesus explain the sixth commandment here?  What does he require besides not commiting adultery?

Read Matthew 19:3-9  According to Jesus, is divorce lawful?

When the Pharisees first ask the question, what does Jesus emphasize about marriage?

Why did Moses allow divorce?

(continued on next side)

Read I Corinthians 7:1-40  Summarize this passage in a few sentences.  What is the principle that Paul is trying to explain, and why does he take the attitude he does toward marriage?

Read Ephesians 5:21-33  Describe, in your own words, what you think Paul is saying about the relationship between a husband and a wife should be.

Overall, does the Bible regard sex as a positive or a negative thing?  Defend your answer by referring to the passages above.
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