


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS:  The Ninth and Tenth Commandments

The ninth and tenth commandments are unusual in that, while the other commandments forbid or command certain acts (keeping the Sabbath, not murdering, etc.) these two commandments forbid an attitude:  coveting or unhealthy desire.  The Bible passages you will be looking at in this lesson discuss why “coveting” is so dangerous to our spiritual health.

Read Psalm 49.  This is a psalm about the folly of trusting in riches.  List as many reasons as you can find why the author of the psalm believes trusting in riches is foolish.

Read Ecclesiastes 5:10-20.  The book of Ecclesiastes is a meditation on the inequities and trials of life.  Sometimes the author can be cynical and pessimistic.  In verses 10-17 he gives three reasons why the desire for wealth is a problem.  What are they?

In verses 18-20 the author discusses the positive use of wealth.  What does he recommend?

Read I Timothy 6:6-10.  This is a famous (an often misquoted) passage.  What does Paul counsel Timothy as the virtue that is opposed to coveting (love of money)?

Read Philippians 4:10-14.  Paul is in prison and thanking the Philippians for sending him a gift.  How has Paul learned contentment?
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