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THE LORD’S PRAYER:  The First Petition
As Luther’s explanation of this petition makes clear, the point of this petition is not just that the Lord’s name be holy, which it would be anyway, but that we keep it holy.  And we do this by leading holy lives, worthy of the God whose name we bear.  In a sense, as members of God’s Church and as children of our heavenly Father, we either honor or defame God by our actions.  His reputation or “name” is partly in our hands.

Read Matthew 5:14-16.  The last verse is quoted at the end of the baptismal service as the baptized or their sponsors are handed candles.  What does it mean to “let you light shine?”

Why would people praise God if they see your God works?  Wouldn’t the more natural thing be to praise you?  After all, you did the good works, didn’t you?

Read I Peter 2:12.  Peter says that Christians are maligned (spoken badly of) by others.  Nevertheless, he asks us to behave honorably so that they will glorify (speak well of) God on the day of judgment.  How will our behaving honorably now lead others to glorify God in the future?

Read Ezekiel 36:22-38.  Because of their sins, the Lord had sent the people of Judah into exile and removed them from their land.  But now he intends to bring them back to their land.  Did the people of God do anything to deserve this?

Why is God bringing them home?

What is God going to do to the people so that they will now obey his commandments?

What will be the reaction of the nations (the Gentiles) to the things that God does for his people?


Kimberly was angry.  In elementary school she was always made fun of because she was overweight.  Remarks were never made to her faces, but there were numerous times when she overheard her so-called best friends making fun of her.  It didn’t stop in junior high school either.  Her best friends still had plenty to say behind her back.


The summer before she went to high school, Kimberly stayed with her aunt in Canada.  She lost thirty pounds.  The change was unbelievable.  When she started school in the fall everyone was surprised.  The plump, overweight Kimberly had suddenly become the slim, attractive, long-haired blonde that all the boys wanted to be around.  Now her best friends wanted her friendship, but she basically told them to get lost.  She became a loner.  Kimberly still had plenty of boys to spend time with, but she considered all her previous girlfriends phony.

Is Kimberly right?  Are her former friends phony?

What would you have done if you were Kimberly?

What if Kimberly’s friends apologized?  What would they have to do to show Kimberly that they were really sorry?

What if Kimberly’s former friends started to cal l her “stuck-up” and aloof and tried to keep boys from spending time with her?

What if Kimberly’s pastor told her that no matter what her best friends had done to her, she had to forgive them and be friendly to them?

Do you think Kimberly felt good about herself before she lost the weight?  Why or why not?

Do you think Kimberly felt good about herself after she lost the weight?  Why or why not?

What could Kimberly do to build up her self-esteem?

What would have to happen for Kimberly to feel better about herself?

