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THE LORD’S PRAYER:  The Second and Petition

We call Christ our King, and we pray for his kingdom to come.  But what did Jesus actually teach us about his kingdom?  We will learn by studying some of Jesus’ parables.  Then we will apply what we learn to a discussion of a real-life issue.

Read Mark 4:26-32.  Jesus compares the kingdom of God to seed that grows by itself, without the farmer having to understand what is happening.  What does this mean about the kingdom of God?

Why do you think Jesus emphasizes the great size of the bush that grows from a single mustard seed?

Read Matthew 25:1-13.  Who controls when the kingdom of God comes?

What is the danger in not knowing when the kingdom of God will arrive?

Read Matthew 13:44-46.  Here Jesus tells us that the kingdom of God is reason for great joy.  Now read Matthew 18:23-35.  Here Jesus says that the kingdom of God can be reason for terror.  Why do you think that this is so?

Does Matthew 13:47-51 help you to understand the previous question?  Why or why not?

Read Matthew 13:24-30.  What do you think this parable means?

Check your understanding of the parable by reading Matthew 13:36-43.

Read Matthew 13:3-9.  What is the relationship of this parable to the previous one?  That is, are people wheat or weeds, or are there other dangers that can cause them to miss out on the kingdom?

Read Matthew 20:1-16.  As we have seen, Jesus warns that it is possible to miss the kingdom of God.  What does he say to those who come late, or just barely make it?


There was no telling how the Sunday school class stumbled upon the subject of nuclear weapons.  Ellen found herself arguing with the teacher.  She believes that it is time the United States took the initiative and began limiting the number of nuclear bombs it builds.  She feels that those nations which have nuclear weapons should begin destroying them, since they cannot be safely used anyway.


The teacher disagrees.  She believes that there are many nations out there who threaten the United States and its interests, and that the only thing that deters others from using their weapons is the threat that the United States could retaliate.  She thinks that the U.S. can only maintain peace through strength, and that the U.S. must keeps its nuclear weapons in order to insure the safety of the world.


James defends Ellen by arguing that the United States’ strength does not lie in the number of bombs it possesses.  He says that there are too many bombs and too much spending on the military as a whole, and that the real strength of a nation lies in its faith in God and its strong morality.


Brad thinks the whole discussion is a joke.  He feels that nothing can be done about the tremendous numbers of nuclear weapons, so there is no use trying.  If God didn’t want us to have nuclear weapons, he wouldn’t have allowed us to invent them.


Amber, upset that the teacher and the class members are discussing the nuclear issue, leaves the room.  She can to Sunday School to discuss “spiritual things,” and not nuclear bombs.  She wishes the class would stick to religion.

How would you respond to Ellen?

How would you respond to the teacher?

Who would you respond to James?

How would you respond to Brad?

How would you respond to Amber?

Do you think nuclear bombs have anything to do with Christianity and the Bible?  Why or why not?

Is there one Christian point of view, or can a Christian believe almost anything regarding nuclear weapons?

What “boundaries” or “guidelines” would you set concerning what a Christian should believe about nuclear weapons given what you have learned about the kingdom of God?

