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THE LORD’S PRAYER:  The Third Petition

The petition “Your will be done” is one of the lines in the Lord’s Prayer that is found in Matthew’s gospel, but not in Luke’s.  Therefore, to understand what this petition means, it would be helpful to find out what else Jesus says about doing the will of God in the Gospel of Matthew.

Read Matthew 21:28-32  Which of the sons did their father’s will?

Read Matthew 7:21-23  If people are prophesying, casting out demons, and doing deeds of power in Jesus’ name, how is it that Jesus implies that they were not doing the Lord’s will?

Explain the connection between what Jesus says here and the parable of the two sons above.

Read Matthew 26:36-46  Does Jesus want to do the will of God?  Explain your answer.

Read Matthew 12:46-50  Who does Jesus say is his real family?

Read Matthew 18:10-14  When Jesus speaks of little ones who might be lost, who do you think he means?

To whom is Jesus talking when he says this?

If someone asked you what God’s ultimate purpose or will for humanity is, what could you tell them on the basis of this parable?

A baby died in her arms.


Seventeen-year-old Lisa had taken a trip to Haiti with her Aunt Glenda.  Every year, Aunt Glenda went to Haiti to donate two weeks of her time to help the poor.


Lisa had heard about hunger and starvation, but never in her wildest imagination had she dreamed poverty could be so terrible.  Lisa had never been hungry in her life, nor had she known anyone who was starving.  She felt sick to her stomach as well as guilty, selfish, and angry.  She felt guilty because she had so much and had never helped anyone in need before.  It wasn’t easy to admit she might be selfish.  She was angry.  It wasn’t fair for these people to have so little when she had so much.


Now Lisa stood there with a lifeless baby in her arms, gone now because it didn’t have enough to eat.  Tears filled her eyes.  She wanted to scream or run or go home and tell everyone to quit being so selfish.  Lisa’s confusion and helplessness overwhelmed her.  Hugging the baby, she just sat down in the dirt and cried.

How do you feel about this situation?

What is the main issue in this situation?

What should be done about this situation?

What is the “will of God” in this situation?

