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THE LORD’S PRAYER:  The Fourth Petition

We ask the Lord to provide our daily bread.  God’s answer to this prayer is  both a promise (We need not be anxious about our daily needs) and a challenge to our way of life (We should not worry about our daily needs).
Read Deuteronomy 6:10-15.  What is the special charateristic of the land which God gave our ancestors?

What is the temptation that came along with the land?

Read Deuteronomy 7:12-16.  What blessings does God promise to those who obey his commands?

Read Deuteronomy 28:1-14.  What blessings do you find in this passage that God has promised to those who keep faith with him?

Read Matthew 5:45.  To whom does God give the blessings of sun and rain?

Is this different or the same as what you read in the Deuteronomy passages?

Read Psalm 104.  Make a list here of all the things this psalm lists that God has made.

What does the psalm mean when it says “These all look to you”?  (v. 27-30)

Read Philippians 4:10-13.  How does Paul describe his attitude toward his material needs in this passage?

Read Philippians 3:7-9.  What makes it possible for Paul to have the confidence he describes above?

Read II Corinthians 8:1-14.  What motivation does Paul offer the Corinthian people to be generous in the collection he is taking for the Jerusalem poor?

You are involved in a group discussion at school in your Current Events class.  Today you happen to be talking about what things are really important in life.  Several people have already shared their views.  Jim says he wants to be very successful and make a pile of money.  Bill believes that getting a good job is important, especially if it is something you really like to do.  Randy says that enjoying life is the most important thing.  Mary speaks up and says that getting married and raising a family are very important.  It is your turn to give some opinions, but fortunately you are saved by the bell.  The class period is over.  The teacher assigns the discussion topic as homework.  You are to write an essay entitled, “What is important in life, and what I am doing about it now.”

Write your essay here:

