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THE LORD’S PRAYER:  The Fifth Petition

Read the story of Joseph, Genesis 37, 39-50.  As you read, make a note here of every time the story might have turned out differently if people had been able to forgive each other.

Think about the following situation and write your answers on another sheet of paper.


For Christmas three weeks ago you received a new sweater.  You had your eye on this sweater for months beforehand and you kept dropping hints that you wanted it for Christmas.  However, you never thought you would get it because it was so expensive and your parents never spend that much on Christmas presents.  Everybody at school wanted to have one, but very few of them did because they couldn’t afford it.  When you opened the box you nearly fainted in excitement.  There it was!  You couldn’t wait to wear it, but you decided to save it for the special occassion--the big winter dance at the school.  You could hardly wait to see the expression in your boyfriend’s/girlfriend’s face.


When the big day finally came, you rushed home to get ready.  But when you went to look for your sweater, it wasn’t where you left it.  Instead, you found it all crumpled up in a corner of your dresser drawer.  When you unrolled it, there was a big hole from a cigarette burn right in front.  Your sweater was ruined and there was no way you would ever be able to wear it.


Right away you knew what had happened.  Your brother/sister was always taking your clothes and never took as good care of them as you did.  He/she had taken it without asking, before you ever got a chance to wear it, and had ruined it.

1.
What are you going to say and do to your brother/sister?

2.
Will you be able to forgive him/her for ruining the sweater?  Why or why not?

3.
Will you be able to forgive him/her for not telling you about it when it happened?  
Why or why not?

4.
What would have to happen for you to forgive him/her?  (For example, would


he/she have to say they are sorry first, offer to buy you a new sweater, do some

big favor for you?)

5.
If you forgive him/her, will you be able to forget about it?

6.
How long do you think it will take before you do forget?

7.
Your parents suspect that your brother/sister has been smoking and they are very


angry about it.  Will you tell them about the burn hole?  Why or why not?

8.
What will you say if you are asked about what happened to the sweater and why


you never wear it?

Now add this to the story:  When you see your brother/sister you get into a big argument.  You push him/her and he/she trips, breaking the lamp in the living room that used to belong to your great-grandmother.

9.
Do you try to make a deal?  (You won’t tell your parents about the sweater if


he/she tells your parents that breaking the lamp was an accident.)

10.
If your parents find out what really happened to the lamp, you expect to get


grounded for at least two weeks and lose your allowance for a long time to come.


Does this have any effect on your decision to forgive your sister?  Why or why


not?

11.
Does the possibility of your being punished have any effect on whether you tell


your parents about the sweater or not?  In what way?

